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To His Excellency Don Jose Pascual Marco Martinez 

I strongly reject the amendment (14303) excluding hunting dogs from the generic protection of the Animal Protection, 

Rights and Welfare Bill (exp. no. 121/000117) supported by the political group currently in power in Spain. 

I demand that: 

The absolute REJECTION of any part that the said amendment. Not only does it open the door to continued abuse of 

these animals, it is also an affront to those of us who dedicate our lives, time and resources to fighting against the 

abandonment and abuse of animals In Spain. It is especially offensive to those organisations whose express aim is to 

rescue and find adoptive homes for abandoned and mistreated hunting dogs. 

The INCLUSION of hunting dogs within the scope of the new Law, thereby affording them the protection they so direly 

need. Our country leads Europe in the abandonment and mistreatment of animals. From 2013 to 2016, according to 

official data from the Guardia Civil, 40% of dogs that suffer abuse are hunting dogs. We are dealing with a real and 

verified problem that is a scourge upon the reputation of Spain in the civilised world. 

I do not understand how the new Law, now before the Spanish Congress, can be vaunted as advancing the legal 

protection of animals when the most abused would still suffer and are denied such protection. To do that would be 

promoting their invisibility, affirming their lack of welfare rights, and making them into ghost dogs that live in cages, 

endure harsh and rough training to provide for casual enjoyment or to become victims of senseless violence. Never was 

there a more justified case for equality under the law! 

As further evidence of the plight of these dogs, I cite the disproportionate cases of mistreatment among the hunting 

community and the rest of the population. While hunting licenses are pegged to 1.5% of the population, cases of 

mistreatment and abandonment are some 26 times that of the population at large. I therefore find unacceptable any law 

that discriminates against any dog, knowing that they are all sentient beings of the same breed as domestic pets. How 

many greyhounds have to have their hung bodies displayed in the news or on online? How many have to be raised 

without control and have to be sold on web pages like objects? 

For these reasons I DEMAND that the said amendment be withdrawn, eliminating completely part (e) pertaining to the 

inclusion of point 3, article 1 of the law of protection, rights and welfare of animals, and the creation of a law that assures 

the physical and emotional well-being of animals, consistent with the claim of Spanish society to take its rightful place 

amongst those reflecting the values of the European community. 

 

Yours faithfully 
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